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(57) ABSTRACT

A system and method is disclosed for providing information
regarding posts on social networking sites. The system
receives, using one or more computing devices, an identifier
for a content item to post in a message of a user on a social
networking site, where the identifier is received before a
request to post the message. The system also identifies, using
the one or more computing devices and based on the received
identifier, one or more messages including the content item
previously posted on the social networking site. The system
also provides for display to the user, using the one or more
computing devices, information about the one or more mes-
sages including the content item previously posted on the
social networking site to the user, where the information is
provided for display before the request to post the message is
received.

27 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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RECEIVE AN IDENTIFIER FOR A CONTENT ITEM
SELECTED BY A USER TO POST IN A MESSAGE ON A
SOCIAL NETWORKING SITE, WHERE THE IDENTIFIER 202

IS RECEIVED BEFORE A REQUEST TO POST THE
MESSAGE

'

IDENTIFY, BASED ON THE RECEIVED IDENTIFIER,
ONE OR MORE MESSAGES INCLUDING THE

CONTENT ITEM PREVIOUSLY POESTED ON THE 204
SOCIAL NETWORKING SITE
Y
PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ONE OR MORE
PREVIOUSLY POSTED MESSAGES FOR DISPLAY TO
THE USER; WHEREIN THE INFORMATION IS 206

PROVIDED FOR DISPLAY BEFORE THE REQUEST TO
POST THE MESSAGE IS RECEIVED

FIG. 2
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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING
INFORMATION REGARDING POSTS ON
SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

BACKGROUND

The subject technology generally relates to providing
information regarding posts, and in particular, relates to pro-
viding information regarding posts on social networking
sites.

Social network users often post content items (e.g., links to
interesting sites/articles, images, videos, etc.) that they think
their friends would like on their social networking accounts.
However, many users are intimidated about posting these
links because they feel they may be spamming their friends if
they have already seen the link. This may discourage a user
from posting a link that they feel others may have already
posted or seen.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect of the subject technology, a com-
puter-implemented method for providing information regard-
ing posts on social networking sites is provided. The method
comprises receiving, using one or more computing devices,
an identifier for a content item to post in a message of a user
on a social networking site, wherein the identifier is received
before a request to post the message. The method further
comprises identifying, using the one or more computing
devices and based on the received identifier, one or more
messages including the content item previously posted on the
social networking site. The method further comprises provid-
ing for display to the user, using the one or more computing
devices, information about the one or more messages includ-
ing the content item previously posted on the social network-
ing site, wherein the information is provided for display
before the request to post the message is received.

According to another aspect of the subject technology, a
system for providing information regarding posts on social
networking sites is provided. The system comprises one or
more processors, and a machine-readable medium compris-
ing instructions stored therein, which when executed by the
processors, cause the processors to perform operations com-
prising receiving, using one or more computing devices, an
identifier for a content item to post in a message of a user on
a social networking site, wherein the identifier is received
before a request to post the message. The operations further
comprise identifying, using the one or more computing
devices and based on the received identifier, one or more
messages including the content item previously posted on the
social networking site, wherein identifying the one or more
messages comprises identifying one or more messages
including the content item that were previously posted by one
or more contacts associated with the user. The operations
further comprise generating a listing of names of the one or
more contacts associated with the user. The operations further
comprise providing for display to the user, using the one or
more computing devices, information about the one or more
messages containing the content item previously posted on
the social networking site, wherein the information is pro-
vided for display before the request to post the message is
received, and wherein the information is provided for display
before the request to post the message is received.

According to another aspect of the subject technology, a
machine readable medium for providing information regard-
ing posts on social networking sites is provided. The machine
readable medium comprising instructions stored therein,
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which when executed by a processor, cause the processor to
perform operations comprising receiving, using one or more
computing devices, an identifier for a content item to post in
a message of a user on a social networking site, wherein the
identifier is received before arequest to post the message. The
operations further comprise identifying, using the one or
more computing devices and based on the received identifier,
one or more messages including the content item previously
posted on the social networking site, wherein identifying the
one or more messages comprises identifying one or more
messages including the content item that were previously
posted into activity streams of one or more contacts associ-
ated with the user. The operations further comprise determin-
ing if the one or more previously posted messages are visible
to the user. The operations further comprise providing for
display to the user, using the one or more computing devices,
information about the one or more previously posted mes-
sages, wherein the provided information comprises informa-
tion about the one or more messages including the content
item previously posted on the social networking site that are
determined to be visible to the user, and wherein the infor-
mation is provided for display before the request to post the
message is received.

Additional features and advantages of the subject technol-
ogy will be set forth in the description below, and in part will
be apparent from the description, or may be learned by prac-
tice of the subject technology. The advantages of the subject
technology will be realized and attained by the structure
particularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the subject technology as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide further understanding of the subject technology and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate aspects of the subject technology and together with
the description serve to explain the principles of the subject
technology. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example distributed network environ-
ment for providing information regarding posts on social
networking sites.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example process containing informa-
tion regarding posts on social networking sites.

FIG. 3A illustrates an example user interface for posting a
content item onto a social networking site.

FIG. 3B illustrates a first example of the user interface of
FIG. 3 A for providing, in response to a user input of a content
item, a notification of prior posts that includes the content
item by contacts associated with a user.

FIG. 3C illustrates a second example of the user interface
of FIG. 3A for providing, in response to a user input of a
content item, a notification of prior posts that includes the
content item by contacts associated with a user.

FIG. 4 conceptually illustrates an electronic system with
which some implementations of the subject technology are
implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below is intended as a
description of various configurations of the subject technol-
ogy and is not intended to represent the only configurations in
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which the subject technology may be practiced. It will be
apparent, however, that the subject technology is not limited
to the specific details set forth herein and may be practiced
without these specific details. In some instances, well-known
structures and components are shown in block diagram form
in order to avoid obscuring the concepts of the subject tech-
nology.

In accordance with the subject disclosure, a system and
method for providing a user with information regarding posts
on a social networking site are provided. The system has
access to posts on the social networking site including posts
by contacts associated with the user and/or posts posted into
activity streams of contacts associated with the user. Contacts
associated with the user may include contacts in the user’s
social graph, contacts associated with contacts in the user’s
social graph, contacts within a subgroup (e.g., family mem-
bers, co-workers, classmates, etc.) of the user’s social graph,
etc. An application (e.g., a web browsing application, an
electronic messaging application etc.) running on an elec-
tronic device (e.g., a desktop computer, a laptop computer, a
smartphone device etc.) may provide a user interface for
posting on a social networking website. When the user
includes a content item attached to or embedded within the
text of a user post, an identifier is provided to the system. The
identifier may be automatically provided to the system in
response to a user input of the content item. Alternatively, the
user may enter the content item in an input field of a user
interface and select a user selectable control (e.g., a button) to
initiate a check for previous posts containing the content item.
In one example, the identifier of the content item is selected
by the user and provided to the system. Where the user inter-
face provides a user selectable control to initiate a check for
previous posts containing the item, the identifier is provided
to the system in response to a user action with respect to the
user selectable control.

The system receives the identifier (e.g., a uniform resource
locator) for the content item before a user post containing the
content item is posted on the social networking site. The
system may automatically receive the identifier for the con-
tent item in response to a user input of the content item (e.g.,
a user input of a uniform resource locator into a user input
box) and provide information regarding sharing statistics of
the content item to the user. Alternatively, where the user
interface includes a user selectable control (e.g., a button)
configured to initiate a check for previous posts containing
the content item by contacts associated with the user, the
system may receive the identifier for the content item in
response to a user action (e.g., a click action, a tap action, a
hover action, etc.) with respect to the user selectable control.

The system identifies, based on the received identifier, one
or more messages including the content item that were pre-
viously posted on the social networking site. The system may
identify one or more messages including the content item
posted by contacts associated with the user. In one example,
the system uses the user’s social graph of contracts for search-
ing prior posts made to the social network. The prior posts
may be indexed and a search of the index can be made using
the user’s contacts and the identifier for the content item.
Where the identifier is a uniform resource locator, the system
may traverse through the index of prior posts by contacts
associated with the user for one or more posts that include the
uniform resource locator. In another example, the system first
traverses through prior messages by all of the social network-
ing site’s users for prior posts that include the content item.
The system then traverses through the prior posts that include
the content item for posts by contacts associated with the user.
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The system may use other algorithms to obtain prior posts by
contacts associated with the user that include the content
item.

The system may also identify one or more messages
including the content item that were previously posted into
activity streams of contacts associated with the user. In one
example, the system has access to a listing of content items
that were previously posted into social network user activity
streams. The system may traverse the listing for contacts
associated with the user that previously received the content
item in their user activity streams. Where the identifier is a
uniform resource locator, the system may traverse the data-
base for content identified by the uniform resource locator
that were provided for display in user activity streams of
contacts associated with the user.

The system may provide information regarding all prior
posts including the content item by contacts associated with
the user and/or prior posts including the content items that
were previously posted on the activity streams of contacts
associated with the user. Alternatively, the system may deter-
mine to provide information regarding less than all of the
prior posts that include the content item by contacts associ-
ated with the user if at least one of the prior posts is not
accessible to the user (e.g., invisible to the user). Similarly,
the system may determine not to provide all information
regarding prior displayed posts including the content items.
In one example, information regarding all prior posts by
contacts associated with the user that include the content item
are provided. In another example, information regarding only
prior visible posts by contacts associated with the user that
include the content item are provided to the user.

The system provides the user with information regarding
the content item (e.g., how many users have posted the con-
tent item and their identities). The provided information may
include a listing of names of at least one of the users associ-
ated with one or more of the previous posts that include the
content item. The provided information may also include a
total number of prior posts that include the content item. In
one example, a listing that includes the number of contacts
associated with the user that posted messages containing the
content item and/or names of one or more contacts associated
with the user that posted messages containing the content
item may be provided to the user. In another example, a listing
that includes the number of contacts associated with the user
that received posted messages containing the content item on
their social network activity streams may be provided to the
user. The listing may also include names of the users that
received the posted messages containing the content item on
their activity streams.

A user interface may be provided to the user displaying a
message such as “you are the first of your friends circle to post
this content item,” “the content item has not been posted into
the activity stream of anyone in your friends circle,” “you are
the first of your extended network to post this content item,”
“10 other people in your circles/extended network have
posted this content item,” “the content item was previously
posted into activity streams of 10 other people in your circles/
extended network,” etc.

In one example, the system shares information regarding
one or more posts by one or more contacts associated with the
user that are invisible to the user. In this instance, to ensure the
privacy of those users posting the content item, the system
provides such information to the user when it is determined
the ratio of the number of users who have posted the content
item to the total number of contacts that are associated with
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the user is below a threshold. This threshold represents a
likelihood that the user would be able to guess the users that
actually posted.

The system provides information regarding prior posts by
one or more contacts associated with the user that includes the
content item before the user post which includes the content
item is posted onto the social networking site. The system
may provide the information regarding the prior posts for
display on a separate user interface (e.g., a window, a pop up,
etc.) from the user interface containing the user post. Alter-
natively, the user post containing the content item and the
provided information regarding prior posts may be provided
on a single interface. The user may consider the provided
information regarding prior posts by contacts associated with
the user that contain the content item and decide whether to
post the user message.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example network environment for
providing information regarding posts on social networking
sites. Network environment 100 includes a number of elec-
tronic devices 102, 104, and 106 communicably connected to
aserver 108 by a network 110. Server 108 includes a process-
ing device 112 and a data store 114. Processing device 112
executes computer instructions stored in a computer-readable
medium, for example, to search for prior social network posts
by contacts associated with the user that contain the content
item. Data store 114, stores social network posts by the social
network’s users.

Server 108 may be any system or device having a proces-
sor, memory, and communications capability for providing
messaging recommendations for electronic messaging.
Server 108 may be a single computing device such as a
computer server. Server 108 may also represent more than
one computing device working together to perform the
actions of a server computer.

In some example aspects, each of the electronic devices
102, 104, and 106 include any machine with hardware and
software to receive information regarding posts on social
networking sites from server 108 and to provide the received
information for display. Each of the electronic devices 102,
104, and 106 may also transmit one or more user posts to
server 108. Electronic devices 102, 104, and 106 may be
mobile devices (e.g., smartphone devices, tablet computers,
PDAs, and laptop computers), portable media players, desk-
top computers, or other computing devices. In the example of
FIG. 1, electronic device 102 is depicted as a smartphone
device, electronic device 104 is depicted as a desktop com-
puter, and electronic device 106 is depicted as a PDA.

One or more software applications (e.g., a web browsing
application, an electronic messaging application, etc.) run-
ning on electronic device 102, 104 or 106 may provide a user
interface for displaying information about one or more posts
to one or more social network users. The one or more software
applications may also provide an input box for receiving one
or more user inputs (e.g., a social network post by the user
including a content item, an identifier for the content item
associated with the social network post, etc.) and a user
selectable control (e.g., a tab, a button, etc.) that is configured
to transmit the one or more user inputs to server 108 via
network 110 in response to a user action (e.g., a swipe action,
a click action, a hover action, etc.) with respect to the user
selectable control.

Server 108 may receive, an identifier for a content item
from electronic devices 102, 104, and 106 via the network
110. The identifier for the content item may be a uniform
resource locator associated with the content item. Server may
automatically receive the identifier for the content item in
response to a user input of the content item into a input box of
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auser interface that is provided by an application (e.g., a web
browsing application, an electronic messaging application,
etc) running on an electronic device 102, 104, or 106. Alter-
natively, if the user interface provides a user selectable con-
trol (e.g., a button) that is configured to initiate a check for
previous posts containing the content item in response to a
user action (e.g., a click action), the user may enter the content
item into the input box and select the user selectable control to
initiate a check for previous posts containing the content item.

Server 108 contains information regarding one or more
social network users. Information regarding the one or more
social network users may include contacts associated to the
one or more social network users (e.g., a user’s social graph,
contacts associated with contacts in a user’s social graph,
contacts that are subscribed to the user, etc.). Server 108 may
store social network posts by social network users, including
contacts associated with the user. Server 108 may also store
social network posts posted into activity streams of social
network users, including contacts associated with the user.
The social network posts may be indexed based on posting
users and/or unique identifiers of content items contained in
the posts.

Server 108 may identify, based on the received identifier,
whether one or more messages including the content item
were previously posted on the social networking site. The one
or more messages including the content item may be posted
by contacts associated with the user. Where the social net-
work posts are indexed based on unique identifiers that are
contained in the social network posts, server 108 may search
the index of content items for posts by contacts associated
with the user that contain the received identifier. For example,
where the identifier is a uniform resource locator, server 108
searches the index of content items for one or more posts by
contacts associated with the user that contain the received
uniform resource locator.

The one or more messages including the content item may
also include messages that were previously posted into activ-
ity streams of contacts associated with the user. Server 108
may maintain a listing of contacts associated with the user
that previously received the content item in their user activity
streams. Where the identifier is a uniform resource locator,
server 108 may traverse the listing for one or more posts
containing the uniform resource locator that were previously
displayed on user activity streams of contacts associated with
the user. Server 108 may periodically update the listing to
maintain the listing’s accuracy.

Server 108 may generate information about the messages
including the content item that was previously posted by
contacts associated with the user and/or previously posted
into activity streams of contacts associated with the user. In
one example, server 108 may generate a listing of names of
the contacts associated with user who had previously posted
messages including the content item. In another example,
server 108 may generate a listing of names of the contacts
associated with the user that previously received the mes-
sages including the content item on their activity streams.

Server 108 may also determine if any of the previously
posted messages is not visible to the user. Where at least one
of the previously posted messages is not visible to the user,
server 108 may calculate a ratio of a total number of contacts
associated with the user that previously posted the messages
to a total number of contacts associated with the user. Server
108 may compare the ratio with a threshold value, and based
on the ratio, exclude information about the previously posted
messages that are not visible to the user.

Server 108 may provide information about the one or more
previously posted messages for display to any of the elec-
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tronic devices 102, 104, and 106. The provided information
about the one or more previously posted messages are dis-
played on the user interface before the user message that
includes the content item is provided to the social networking
site. The provided information may also include names of the
contacts that posted the one or more previously posted mes-
sages. Server 108 may also provide names of the users who
previously posted one or more messages that are visible to the
user but exclude names of one or more users that posted the
one or more messages that are not visible to the user. Where
the ratio is less than the threshold value, the provided infor-
mation may include a numerical value that represents a total
number of messages including the content item previously
posted by contacts associated with the user. Alternatively, the
provided information may exclude any information about the
one or more previously posted messages that are not visible to
the user if the ratio is greater than the threshold value.

The provided information is transmitted from server 108 to
electronic devices 102, 104, and 106 via the network 110.
Where one or more software applications (e.g., web browsing
application, electronic messaging application, etc.) are run-
ning on the electronic device 102, 104, or 106, the one or more
software applications may provide a user interface for dis-
playing the provided information about the one or more pre-
viously posted messages.

Network 110 may include, for example, any one or more of
a cellular network, a satellite network, a personal area net-
work (PAN), alocal area network (LAN), a wide area network
(WAN), a broadband network (BBN), the Internet, and the
like. Further, the network 110 can include, but is not limited
to, any one or more of the following network topologies,
including a bus network, a star network, a ring network, a
mesh network, a star-bus network, tree or hierarchical net-
work, and the like.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example process for providing infor-
mation regarding posts on social networking sites. The pro-
cess may be initiated when the user enters a content item into
an input field of a user interface that is provided by an appli-
cation (e.g., a web browsing application, an electronic mes-
saging application, etc.) running on an electronic device 102,
104, or 106. An identifier (e.g., a uniform resource locator) of
the content item may be automatically provided to server 108
in response to a user entry of the content item into the input
field. In one example, the identifier of the content item is
selected by the user and provided to server 108. Alternatively,
the user interface may include a user selectable control (e.g.,
a button) configured to initiate a check for previous posts
containing the content item, and the identifier is provided to
the server 108 in response to a user action with respect to the
button.

Server 108 receives an identifier for a content item to post
in a message on a social networking site before a request to
post the message in block 202. The identifier may include one
or more uniform resource locators and may be transmitted
from an electronic device 102, 104, or 106 to the server via the
network.

In block 204, server 108 identifies, based on the received
identifier, whether one or more messages including the con-
tent item were previously posted on the social networking
site. The one or more messages may be messages posted by
one or more contacts associated with the user and/or mes-
sages posted in activity streams of one or more contacts
associated with the user. Previous messages by the social
networking site users, including previous messages contain-
ing the content item by contacts associated with the user item
may be stored on the server. Where the received identifier is a
uniform resource locator, the server may determine whether
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the one or more messages including the content item has been
posted by contacts associated with the user by comparing the
received uniform resource locator with uniform resource
locators of content items in messages previously posted on
the social networking site. The server may also compare a
domain of the received uniform resource locator with
domains of uniform resource locators of content items in
messages previously posted on the social networking site.

Contacts associated with the user may include contacts in
the user’s social graph. Contacts associated with the user may
also include contacts associated with the contacts in the user’s
social graph. Contacts associated with the user may also
include a specific subset of the user’s social graph (e.g.,
family contacts, coworker contacts, classmate contacts, etc.).
Contacts associated with the user may also include one or
more contacts that are subscribed to the user.

Server 108 may generate information about the one or
more messages that include the content item that were previ-
ously posted on the social networking site by contacts asso-
ciated with the user. Server 108 may also generate informa-
tion about the one or more messages including the content
item that were previously posted in user activity streams of
contacts associated with the user. The server may generate a
listing of names of the one or more contacts associated with
the user. The server may also generate a number that repre-
sents a total number of the one or more previously posted
messages. The generated information may contain additional
information related to the one or more previously posted
messages that include the content item.

The server may determine if the user is restricted from
accessing any of the one or more previously posted messages.
In this regard, the server may determine whether the one or
more previously posted messages are visible and/or not vis-
ible to the user. Where at least one of the one or more previ-
ously posted messages are not visible to the user, the server
may calculate of a ratio of a total number of contacts associ-
ated with the user that posted the one or more previously
posted messages to a total number of contacts associated with
the user may also be made. The ratio may be compared to a
threshold value to determine whether information regarding
the one or more previously posted messages that are not
visible to the user should be provided.

Inblock 206, information about the one or more previously
posted messages are provided for display before the request to
post the message is received. Information about the one or
more messages including the content item that were previ-
ously posted to user activity streams of contacts associated
with the user. The information may be provided for display on
any electronic device 102, 104, and 106. Where a software
application (e.g., a web browsing application, an electronic
messaging application, etc.) is running on an electronic
device 102,104, or 106, the software application may provide
a user interface for displaying the provided information. The
provided information may include a total number of the one
or more previously posted messages. The provided informa-
tion may include names of contacts that posted the one or
more previously posted messages. Where the ratio is less than
the threshold, the provided information may include some
information about the one or more previously posted mes-
sages that are not be visible to the user. For example, the total
number of one or more previously posted messages that are
both visible and not visible to the user may be provided to the
user. However, the provided information may not include
names of contacts that posted the one or more previously
posted messages. Where the ratio is greater than the thresh-
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old, the provided information may exclude any information
about the one or more previously posted messages that are not
visible to the user.

Server 108 may receive the request to post the message
containing the content item on the social networking site after
the information about the one or more previously posted
messages containing the content item is provided for display.
In one example, the request may be initiated by the user and
transmitted from electronic device 102, 104, or 106 to server
108. Server 108 then posts the message containing the content
item on the social networking site. Server 108 elects to post
the message containing the content item on the social net-
working site at least in part based on receiving the request to
post the message containing the content item on the social
networking site.

Many of the above-described features and applications are
implemented as software processes that are specified as a set
of instructions recorded on a computer readable storage
medium (also referred to as computer readable medium).
When these instructions are executed by one or more process-
ing unit(s) (e.g., one or more processors, cores of processors,
or other processing units), they cause the processing unit(s) to
perform the actions indicated in the instructions. Examples of
computer readable media include, but are not limited to,
CD-ROMs, flash drives, RAM chips, hard drives, EPROMs,
etc. The computer readable media does not include carrier
waves and electronic signals passing wirelessly or over wired
connections.

In this specification, the term “software” is meant to
include firmware residing in read-only memory or applica-
tions stored in magnetic storage, which can be read into
memory for processing by a processor. Also, in some imple-
mentations, multiple software aspects of the subject disclo-
sure can be implemented as sub-parts of a larger program
while remaining distinct software aspects of the subject dis-
closure. In some implementations, multiple software aspects
can also be implemented as separate programs. Finally, any
combination of separate programs that together implement a
software aspect described here is within the scope of the
subject disclosure. In some implementations, the software
programs, when installed to operate on one or more electronic
systems, define one or more specific machine implementa-
tions that execute and perform the operations of the software
programs.

A computer program (also known as a program, software,
software application, script, or code) can be written in any
form of programming language, including compiled or inter-
preted languages, declarative or procedural languages, and it
can be deployed in any form, including as a stand alone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, object, or
other unit suitable for use in a computing environment. A
computer program may, but need not, correspond to a filein a
file system. A program can be stored in a portion of a file that
holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored
in a markup language document), in a single file dedicated to
the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g.,
files that store one or more modules, sub programs, or por-
tions of code). A computer program can be deployed to be
executed on one computer or on multiple computers that are
located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

FIG. 3A illustrates an example user interface for posting a
content item onto a social networking site. FIG. 3A depicts a
web browsing application 302 running on a desktop elec-
tronic device 300 that provides a user interface for postings
messages including one or more content items onto the social
networking site. A different software application (e.g., a elec-
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tronic messaging application etc.) running on a different type
of electronic device (e.g., a laptop computer, a tablet com-
puter, etc) may also provide a user interface (e.g., a window,
a panel, a pop up, etc) for posting one or more content items
onto the social networking site.

The user interface as shown in FIG. 3A displays an inter-
active element 304 for posting a message. The interactive
element 304 for posting a message includes a first user input
box 305 that is configured to receive a content item 306 in
addition to auser post. The interactive element 304 as shown
in FIG. 3 A also contains a second user input box 307 that is
configured to receive a user designation of one or more con-
tacts associated with the user that the user wishes to share the
user post with. For example, the user may designate the user
message including the content item to appear to users within
the user’s social graph, users associated with users within the
user’s social graph, a specific group of users within the user’s
social graph (e.g., family members, co-workers, classmates),
etc. The interactive element 304 as shown in FIG. 3A includes
a first user selectable control 308 (“post button”) configured
to provide the social networking site with the user post and a
second user selectable control 309 (“preview”) configured to
initiate a check for previous posts containing the content item
in response to a user action (e.g., a click action, a swipe action,
a hover action etc.) with respect to the respective user select-
able control 308 or 309. Additional interactive elements may
include one or more input boxes for receiving a content item.
Additional interactive elements may include one or more user
selectable controls that are configured to provide the social
networking site’s server with an identifier of the user inputted
content item in response to a user action with respect to the
one or more user selectable controls.

FIG. 3B illustrates a first example of the user interface of
FIG. 3 A for providing, in response to a user input of a content
item, a notification of prior posts that includes the content
item by contacts associated with a user. The user interface as
shown in FIG. 3B provides a notification 312 informing the
user that the user is the first person in the user’s social graph
to post the content item 306. Additional notifications may
include additional information about the content item 306
and/or one or more contacts associated with the user that has
posted the content item. Furthermore, the notification 312 and
the interactive element 304 for posting a message may be
provided by separate user interfaces.

The notification 312 may be generated in response to a user
action (e.g., aclick action, a swipe action, a hover action etc.)
with respect to the preview button 309. Alternatively, an iden-
tifier for the content item 306 may be automatically generated
and provided to the social networking site’s server in
response to a user input of the content item 306 into the first
user input box 305. Where the identifier is automatically sent
to the social networking site’s server, notification 312 may be
automatically generated and provided for display on the user
interface in response a user input of the content item 306 into
the first user input box 305. The notification 312 as shown in
FIG. 3B is displayed above the interactive element 304 for
posting user messages. Additional user interfaces may dis-
play the notification 312 at another location with respect to
the user interface.

FIG. 3C illustrates a second example of the user interface
of FIG. 3A for providing, in response to a user input of a
content item, a notification of prior posts that includes the
content item by contacts associated with a user. The user
interface as shown in FIG. 3C provides a notification 313 that
includes names of contacts within the user’s extended social
graph that and a number of additional contacts within the
user’s extended social graph that have posted the content item
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306. The notification 313 and the interactive element for
posting a message may be provided by separate user inter-
faces. Additional notifications may include additional infor-
mation about the content item 306 and/or one or more con-
tacts associated with the user that have posted the content
item. The amount of additional information that are provided
to the user may be based on whether the user is prohibited to
view one or more posts by contacts associated with the user
that contain the content item. For example, where the user is
prohibited from viewing a post by a contact associated with
the user that includes the content item, the name of the source
of the post is not provided in the notification.

The notification 313 may be generated in response to a user
action (e.g., aclick action, a swipe action, a hover action etc.)
with respect to the preview button 309. Alternatively, an iden-
tifier for the content item 306 may be automatically sent to the
social networking site’s server in response to a user input of
the content item 306 into the first user input box 305. Where
the identifier is automatically sent to the social networking
site’s server, notification 313 may be automatically generated
and provided for display on the user interface in response a
user input of the content item 306 into the first user input box
305. The notification 313 as shown in FIG. 3C is displayed
above the interactive element 304 for posting user messages.
Additional user interfaces may display the notification 313 at
another location with respect to the user interface. The noti-
fication 313 as shown in FIG. 3C includes a third user select-
able control for responding to the notification 314 (e.g., a
“cancel” button). The cancel button 314 is configured to
remove the user post 305 including the content item 306 from
the interactive element 304 for posting user messages. Addi-
tional user interfaces may display the notification 313 at
another location with respect to the user interface.

FIG. 4 conceptually illustrates an electronic system with
which some implementations of the subject technology are
implemented. In certain aspects, the computer system 400
may be implemented using hardware or a combination of
software and hardware, either in a dedicated server, or inte-
grated into another entity, or distributed across multiple enti-
ties.

Computer system 400 (e.g., electronic device 102,104, and
106 and server 108) includes a bus 408 or other communica-
tion mechanism for communicating information, and a pro-
cessor 402 coupled with bus 408 for processing information.
By way of example, the computer system 400 may be imple-
mented with one or more processors 402. Processor 402 may
be a general-purpose microprocessor, a microcontroller, a
Digital Signal Processor (DSP), an Application Specific Inte-
grated Circuit (ASIC), a Field Programmable Gate Array
(FPGA), a Programmable Logic Device (PLD), a controller,
a state machine, gated logic, discrete hardware components,
or any other suitable entity that can perform calculations or
other manipulations of information.

Computer system 400 can include, in addition to hardware,
code that creates an execution environment for the computer
program in question, e.g., code that constitutes processor
firmware, a protocol stack, a database management system,
an operating system, or a combination of one or more of them
stored in an included memory 404, such as a Random Access
Memory (RAM), a flash memory, a Read Only Memory
(ROM), a Programmable Read-Only Memory (PROM), an
Erasable PROM (EPROM), registers, a hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a CD-ROM, a DVD, or any other suitable storage
device, coupled to bus 408 for storing information and
instructions to be executed by processor 402. The processor
402 and the memory 404 can be supplemented by, or incor-
porated in, special purpose logic circuitry.
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The instructions may be stored in the memory 404 and
implemented in one or more computer program products, i.e.,
one or more modules of computer program instructions
encoded on a computer readable medium for execution by, or
to control the operation of, the computer system 400, and
according to any method well known to those of skill in the
art, including, but not limited to, computer languages such as
data-oriented languages (e.g., SQL, dBase), system lan-
guages (e.g., C, Objective-C, C++, Assembly), architectural
languages (e.g., Java, NET), and application languages (e.g.,
PHP, Ruby, Perl, Python). Instructions may also be imple-
mented in computer languages such as array languages,
aspect-oriented languages, assembly languages, authoring
languages, command line interface languages, compiled lan-
guages, concurrent languages, curly-bracket languages, data-
flow languages, data-structured languages, declarative lan-
guages, esoteric languages, extension languages, fourth-
generation languages, functional languages, interactive mode
languages, interpreted languages, iterative languages, list-
based languages, little languages, logic-based languages,
machine languages, macro languages, metaprogramming
languages, multiparadigm languages, numerical analysis,
non-English-based languages, object-oriented class-based
languages, object-oriented prototype-based languages, oft-
side rule languages, procedural languages, reflective lan-
guages, rule-based languages, scripting languages, stack-
based languages, synchronous languages, syntax handling
languages, visual languages, wirth languages, and xml-based
languages. Memory 404 may also be used for storing tempo-
rary variable or other intermediate information during execu-
tion of instructions to be executed by processor 402.

A computer program as discussed herein does not neces-
sarily correspond to a file in a file system. A program can be
stored in a portion of a file that holds other programs or data
(e.g., one or more scripts stored in a markup language docu-
ment), in a single file dedicated to the program in question, or
in multiple coordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more
modules, subprograms, or portions of code). A computer
program can be deployed to be executed on one computer or
on multiple computers that are located at one site or distrib-
uted across multiple sites and interconnected by a communi-
cation network. The processes and logic flows described in
this specification can be performed by one or more program-
mable processors executing one or more computer programs
to perform functions by operating on input data and generat-
ing output.

Computer system 400 further includes a data storage
device 406 such as a magnetic disk or optical disk, coupled to
bus 408 for storing information and instructions. Computer
system 400 may be coupled vian input/output module 410 to
various devices. The input/output module 410 can be any
input/output module. Exemplary input/output modules 410
include data ports such as USB ports. The input/output mod-
ule 410 is configured to connect to a communications module
412. Exemplary communications modules 412 include net-
working interface cards, such as Ethernet cards and modems.
In certain aspects, the input/output module 410 is configured
to connect to a plurality of devices, such as an input device
414 and/or an output device 416. Exemplary input devices
414 include a keyboard and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or
atrackball, by which a user can provide input to the computer
system 400. Other kinds of input devices 414 can be used to
provide for interaction with a user as well, such as a tactile
input device, visual input device, audio input device, or brain-
computer interface device. For example, feedback provided
to the user can be any form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual
feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile feedback; and input
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from the user can be received in any form, including acoustic,
speech, tactile, or brain wave input. Exemplary output
devices 416 include display devices, such as a CRT (cathode
ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor, for display-
ing information to the user.

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, the
electronic device 102, 104, and 106 and server 108 can be
implemented using a computer system 400 in response to
processor 402 executing one or more sequences of one or
more instructions contained in memory 404. Such instruc-
tions may be read into memory 404 from another machine-
readable medium, such as data storage device 406. Execution
of the sequences of instructions contained in main memory
404 causes processor 402 to perform the process steps
described herein. One or more processors in a multi-process-
ing arrangement may also be employed to execute the
sequences of instructions contained in memory 404. In alter-
native aspects, hard-wired circuitry may be used in place of or
in combination with software instructions to implement vari-
ous aspects of the present disclosure. Thus, aspects of the
present disclosure are not limited to any specific combination
of hardware circuitry and software.

Various aspects of the subject matter described in this
specification can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server,
or that includes a front end component, e.g., a computer
device having a graphical user interface or a Web browser
through which a user can interact with an implementation of
the subject matter described in this specification, or any com-
bination of one or more such back end, middleware, or front
end components. The components of the system can be inter-
connected by any form or medium of digital data communi-
cation, e.g., a communication network. The communication
network (e.g., network 110) can include, for example, any one
or more of a personal area network (PAN), a local area net-
work (LAN), a campus area network (CAN), a metropolitan
area network (MAN), a wide area network (WAN), a broad-
band network (BBN), the Internet, and the like. Further, the
communication network can include, but is not limited to, for
example, any one or more of the following network topolo-
gies, including a bus network, a star network, a ring network,
a mesh network, a star-bus network, tree or hierarchical net-
work, or the like. The communications modules can be, for
example, modems or Ethernet cards.

Computing system 400 can include electronic devices 102,
104, and 106 and servers 108. A electronic device 102, 104,
and 106 and server 108 are generally remote from each other
and typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of the electronic device 102, 104, and 106 and
server 108 arises by virtue of computer programs running on
the respective computers and having a electronic device-
server relationship to each other. Computer system 400 can
be, for example, and without limitation, a touchscreen device,
a desktop computer, laptop computer, or tablet computer.
Computer system 400 can also be embedded in another
device, for example, and without limitation, a mobile tele-
phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile audio
player, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, a video
game console, and/or a television set top box.

The term “machine-readable storage medium” or “com-
puter readable medium” as used herein refers to any medium
or media that participates in providing instructions to proces-
sor 402 for execution. Such a medium may take many forms,
including, but not limited to, non-volatile media, volatile
media, and transmission media. Non-volatile media include,
for example, optical or magnetic disks, such as data storage
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device 406. Volatile media include dynamic memory, such as
memory 404. Transmission media include coaxial cables,
copper wire, and fiber optics, including the wires that com-
prise bus 408. Common forms of machine-readable media
include, for example, floppy disk, a flexible disk, hard disk,
magnetic tape, any other magnetic medium, a CD-ROM,
DVD, any other optical medium, punch cards, paper tape, any
other physical medium with patterns of holes, a RAM, a
PROM, an EPROM,, a FLASH EPROM, any other memory
chip or cartridge, or any other medium from which a com-
puter can read. The machine-readable storage medium can be
a machine-readable storage device, a machine-readable stor-
age substrate, a memory device, a composition of matter
effecting a machine-readable propagated signal, or a combi-
nation of one or more of them.

While this specification contains many specifics, these
should not be construed as limitations on the scope of what
may be claimed, but rather as descriptions of particular imple-
mentations of the subject matter. Certain features that are
described in this specification in the context of separate
embodiments can also be implemented in combination in a
single embodiment. Conversely, various features that are
described in the context of a single embodiment can also be
implemented in multiple embodiments separately or in any
suitable subcombination. Moreover, although features may
bedescribed above as acting in certain combinations and even
initially claimed as such, one or more features from a claimed
combination can in some cases be excised from the combi-
nation, and the claimed combination may be directed to a
subcombination or variation of a subcombination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum-
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan-
tageous. Moreover, the separation of various system compo-
nents in the aspects described above should not be understood
as requiring such separation in all aspects, and it should be
understood that the described program components and sys-
tems can generally be integrated together in a single software
product or packaged into multiple software products.

The subject matter of this specification has been described
in terms of particular aspects, but other aspects can be imple-
mented and are within the scope of the following claims. For
example, the actions recited in the claims can be performed in
a different order and still achieve desirable results. As one
example, the processes depicted in the accompanying figures
do not necessarily require the particular order shown, or
sequential order, to achieve desirable results. In certain imple-
mentations, multitasking and parallel processing may be
advantageous. Other variations are within the scope of the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for providing infor-
mation regarding posts on social networking sites, the method
comprising:

receiving, using one or more computing devices, user input

associated with linking a content item with a message
for posting by a user on a social networking site;

in response to the user input associated with linking the

content item with the message, automatically determin-
ing, using the one or more computing devices, an iden-
tifier for the content item, and automatically identifying,
using the one or more computing devices and based on
the determined identifier, one or more messages which
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were previously posted on the social networking site and
which include the content item;

determining a number of contacts, associated with the user,

that posted the one or more messages;

calculating a ratio of the number of contacts to a total

number of contacts associated with the user; and

providing for display to the user in connection with a

display of the message, using the one or more computing
devices, a notification of the one or more messages
which were previously posted on the social networking
site and which include the content item, the notification
comprising names of the contacts associated with the
user that posted the one or more messages when the ratio
satisfies a threshold ratio that represents a probability of
the user identifying the names of the contacts that posted
the one or more messages.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein

identifying the one or more messages comprises identify-

ing one or more messages which were previously posted
by one or more contacts associated with the user and
which include the content item.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
identifying the one or more messages comprises identifying
one or more messages which were previously posted into
activity streams of one or more contacts associated with the
user and which include the content item.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

determining that at least one of the one or more previously

posted messages are not visible to the user,

wherein the provided notification excludes information

about the at least one determined message post.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein,
if the ratio is less than the threshold ratio, the provided noti-
fication includes a numerical value representing the number
of contacts, associated with the user, that posted the one or
more messages.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 5, wherein
the provided notification excludes information about the one
or more previously posted messages if the ratio is greater than
the threshold ratio.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein,
if the ratio is less than the threshold ratio, the provided noti-
fication comprises a numerical value representing a total
number of messages including the content item that were
previously posted by contacts associated with the user.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the identifier is a uniform resource locator, and wherein the
one or more previously posted messages are obtained by
comparing the uniform resource locator with uniform
resource locators for content items in messages previously
posted on the social networking site.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein
the one or more previously posted messages are obtained by
comparing a domain of the uniform resource locator with
domains of uniform resource locators for content items in
messages previously posted on the social networking site.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 2,
wherein the contacts associated with the user comprise con-
tacts in a social graph of the user.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 10,
wherein the contacts associated with the user comprise con-
tacts of contacts in the social graph of the user.

12. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:
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receiving, after providing the notification for display to the
user, a request to post the message containing the content
item on the social networking site; and

posting the message containing the content item on the

social networking site based, at least in part, on receiving
the request to post the message containing the content
item on the social networking site.
13. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the identifier is selected by the user.
14. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the content item is selected by the user.
15. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the names of the contacts associated with the user in
the notification are for users of the social networking site
whose content is accessible to the user through the social
networking site, and wherein the notification excludes one or
more names of one or more users whose content is not acces-
sible to the user through the social networking site.
16. A system for providing a user with notification regard-
ing a post, the system comprising:
one or more processors, and
a machine-readable medium comprising instructions
stored therein, which when executed by the processors,
cause the processors to perform operations comprising:

receiving user input associated with associating a content
item with a message for posting by a user on a social
networking site;

in response to the user input associated with linking the

content item with the message, the one or more comput-
ing devices automatically determining an identifier for
the content item, and automatically identifying, based
on the determined identifier, one or more messages
which were previously posted on the social networking
site and which include the content item;

determining a number of contacts, associated with the user,

that posted the one or more messages;

calculating a ratio of the number of contacts to a total

number of contacts associated with the user; and

providing for display to the user in connection with a

display of the message a notification of the one or more
messages which were previously posted on the social
networking site and which include the content item, the
notification comprising names of the contacts associated
with the user that posted the one or more messages when
the ratio satisfies a threshold ratio that represents a prob-
ability of the user identifying the names of the contacts
that posted the one or more messages.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein identifying the one or
more messages comprises identifying one or more messages
which were previously posted into activity streams of one or
more contacts associated with the user and which include the
content item.

18. The system of claim 16, further comprising:

determining that at least one of the one or more previously

posted messages are not visible to the user,

wherein the provided notification excludes information

about the at least one determined message post.

19. The system of claim 16, wherein, if the ratio is less than
the threshold ratio, the provided notification includes a
numerical value representing the number of contacts, associ-
ated with the user, that posted the one or more messages.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the provided notifi-
cation excludes information about the one or more previously
posted messages if the ratio is greater than the threshold ratio.

21. The system of claim 16, wherein the identifier is a
uniform resource locator, and wherein the one or more pre-
viously posted messages are obtained by comparing the uni-
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form resource locator with uniform resource locators for con-
tent items in messages previously posted on the social
networking site.

22. The system of claim 17, wherein the contacts associ-
ated with the user comprise contacts in a social graph of the
user.

23. The system of claim 22, wherein the contacts associ-
ated with the user comprise contacts of contacts in the social
graph of the user.

24. The system of claim 16, wherein the names of the
contacts associated with the user in the notification are for
users of the social networking site whose content is accessible
to the user through the social networking site, and wherein the
notification excludes one or more names of one or more users
whose content is not accessible to the user through the social
networking site.

25. A non-transitory machine-readable medium, compris-
ing instructions stored therein, which when executed by a
processor, cause the processor to perform operations com-
prising:

receiving user input associated with associating a content

item with a message for posting by a user on a social
networking site;

in response to the user input associated with linking the

content item with the message, the one or more comput-
ing devices automatically determining an identifier for
the content item, and automatically identifying, based
on the determined identifier, one or more messages
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which were previously posted on the social networking
site and which include the content item;

determining a number of contacts, associated with the user,

that posted the one or more messages;

calculating a ratio of the number of contacts to a total

number of contacts associated with the user; and

providing for display to the user in connection with a

display of the message a notification of the one or more
messages which were previously posted on the social
networking site and which include the content item, the
notification comprising names of the contacts associated
with the user that posted the one or more messages when
the ratio satisfies a threshold ratio that represents a prob-
ability of the user identifying the names of the contacts
that posted the one or more messages.

26. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim
25, wherein, if the ratio is less than the threshold ratio, the
provided notification includes a numerical value representing
the number of contacts, associated with the user, that posted
the one or more messages.

27. The non-transitory machine-readable medium of claim
25, wherein identifying the one or more messages comprises
identifying one or more messages which were previously
posted into activity streams of one or more contacts associ-
ated with the user and which include the content item, and
wherein the contacts associated with the user comprise con-
tacts in a social graph of the user.
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